CHAPTER VIII

THE HEIGHT OF POWER
(1857-1860)

Estrangement from England - the Orsini outrage - secret inter-
view with Cavour at Plombieres - the Italian campaign-
Napoleon deserts his ally - cession of Savoy and Nice to
France-the Stuttgart parleys - expeditions to Syria and
China.

THE diplomatic results of the Congress of Paris
had made the military adventure of the Allies
in the Crimea appear to be far more successful
than was the fact, and, since France had made
the greatest contribution, all the glory was
focused upon Napoleon. The Kings of Wurtem*
berg and Bavaria, the Grand Duke of Hesse, and
the Duke of Cambridge paid visits to the Tuileries;
oriental embassies arrived in Paris, and a definite
entente with Russia resulted from Morny's mission
to the Tsar; on the French Emperor, indeed,
European diplomacy was now centred. The re-
orientation of Napoleon's policy as regards Russia
and the menacing extension of the naval dock-
yard defences at Cherbourg had, however,
seriously alarmed England, so, on the advice of
Persigny, the Emperor arranged to pay a visit
to Queen Victoria at Osborne* Though he
succeeded in reassuring her as to his pacific
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